Aspects of psoralen phototumorigenesis with emphasis on the possible role of tumour promotion.
8-Methoxypsoralen in combination with UVA radiation (PUVA) is carcinogenic in mice and probably so in man. PUVA is genotoxic and so has tumour initiation potential. Some evidence suggests that PUVA has other biological effects which may be equated with tumour promotion. Thus, the use of a two-stage model, similar to that of chemical carcinogenesis, may be a useful experimental approach for the further understanding of PUVA carcinogenesis.